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1 Introduction and rationale1 Introduction and rationale

�� English in China must have its own unique English in China must have its own unique 

contextualized features, both structural and contextualized features, both structural and 

functional, and such features are better functional, and such features are better 

captured and accounted for with captured and accounted for with 

quantitative investigationsquantitative investigations..



�� ““Language is phrasal and textualLanguage is phrasal and textual”” (Scott, 1998: help). (Scott, 1998: help). 

�� It is assumed that word clusters rather than single words in It is assumed that word clusters rather than single words in 

China English produce better illustrations on both China English produce better illustrations on both 

linguistic and functional features. linguistic and functional features. 

�� A word cluster is A word cluster is ““a group of words which follow each other a group of words which follow each other 

in a textin a text”” and they are words and they are words ““which are found repeatedly which are found repeatedly 

in each otherin each other’’s company. They represent a tighter s company. They represent a tighter 

relationship than collocates, more like groups or phrasesrelationship than collocates, more like groups or phrases””

(Scott, 1998: help). (Scott, 1998: help). 

�� Word clusters convey messages that are more complete and Word clusters convey messages that are more complete and 

of easier access to identification and description, as they of easier access to identification and description, as they 

provide richer contextual information in a text. provide richer contextual information in a text. 



2. Research questions2. Research questions

�� What are the distributional patterns of nWhat are the distributional patterns of n--

word clusters in Chinaword clusters in China’’s English news s English news 

articles and in what aspects does the articles and in what aspects does the 

distribution characterizes China English distribution characterizes China English 

texts in particular? texts in particular? 

�� To what extent are they unique in To what extent are they unique in 

expressing things Chinese?expressing things Chinese?



3. Methodology3. Methodology

�� Source texts: Source texts: China Daily, Shanghai Star, China Daily, Shanghai Star, and and Beijing Beijing 
WeekendWeekend; ; 

�� Year: 2002Year: 2002

�� Construct: Construct: 

---- over 2316 domestic news articlesover 2316 domestic news articles

---- 1, 281, 498 tokens and 33, 769 types1, 281, 498 tokens and 33, 769 types

�� The collection of texts is used as an observed corpus The collection of texts is used as an observed corpus 
(referred to as China English News Article Corpus, (referred to as China English News Article Corpus, 
shortened as CENAC). shortened as CENAC). 

�� The reference corpus: a collection of British news articles The reference corpus: a collection of British news articles 
(referred to as British English News Article Corpus, (referred to as British English News Article Corpus, 
shortened as BENAC): 5, 683, 525 tokens and 88,969 types.shortened as BENAC): 5, 683, 525 tokens and 88,969 types.



�� Data processing:Data processing:

----7 separate word cluster lists of 2 to 8 words are generated 7 separate word cluster lists of 2 to 8 words are generated 
from the whole CENAC using from the whole CENAC using Wordsmith Tools v3.0Wordsmith Tools v3.0 (Scott, (Scott, 
1998). In the lists each of the n1998). In the lists each of the n--word cluster has been word cluster has been 
computed for its frequency and percentage (computed for its frequency and percentage (freqfreq≥≥≥≥≥≥≥≥55). The ). The 
same procedures are applied to the BENAC texts so the same procedures are applied to the BENAC texts so the 
same number of nsame number of n--word cluster lists are generatedword cluster lists are generated

----to extract those clusters that are more frequently to extract those clusters that are more frequently 
used in the CENAC, comparisons need to be made used in the CENAC, comparisons need to be made 
between the observed corpus and the reference between the observed corpus and the reference 
corpus, so that those clusters have unusually high corpus, so that those clusters have unusually high 
frequency of occurrence in the former can be frequency of occurrence in the former can be 
picked out (see Li, 2003)picked out (see Li, 2003)



�� The significance level isThe significance level is p<0.0000001p<0.0000001, and the , and the 

extracted word clusters are regarded as extracted word clusters are regarded as 

unique multiword units in China English unique multiword units in China English 

news articlesnews articles

�� Finally, the extracted word clusters are used Finally, the extracted word clusters are used 

as indexes for concordance analysis to as indexes for concordance analysis to 

evaluate and categorize them and examine evaluate and categorize them and examine 

their use in the context. their use in the context. 



4. Findings and analysis4. Findings and analysis

�� 4.1 General features of n4.1 General features of n--word clustersword clusters

�� To see to what extent each unique nTo see to what extent each unique n--word word 

clusters take up of the whole list, so that clusters take up of the whole list, so that 

their the distribution can be revealedtheir the distribution can be revealed

�� The recurrent word clusters in the CENAC: The recurrent word clusters in the CENAC: 

f>5, f>5, keynesskeyness>25, p<0.0000001>25, p<0.0000001) ) 



�� An average of 15.54% of all the nAn average of 15.54% of all the n--word clusters under word clusters under 

investigation are found unusually frequent of their investigation are found unusually frequent of their 

occurrence in China English news articlesoccurrence in China English news articles

�� The 4, 5, and 6The 4, 5, and 6--word clusters are the most frequent ones word clusters are the most frequent ones 

(18.1%, 18.88%, and 18% respectively), and the 2(18.1%, 18.88%, and 18% respectively), and the 2--word word 

clusters the lowest (12.95%)clusters the lowest (12.95%)
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�� The statistics also shows that the longer the clusters, the The statistics also shows that the longer the clusters, the 

greater specificity of meaning, the more fixed of the cluster greater specificity of meaning, the more fixed of the cluster 

patterns. patterns. 

(?) a (well(?) a (well--off) society (?)off) society (?)

((build(ingbuild(ing)) a well)) a well--off societyoff society

Build(ingBuild(ing) a well) a well--off society in a alloff society in a all--round wayround way

�� When the size of the word clusters increases, the number of When the size of the word clusters increases, the number of 

clusters as phrases also increases steadily. In the 8clusters as phrases also increases steadily. In the 8--word word 

clusters, 67% are phrases and express independent clusters, 67% are phrases and express independent 

meanings. For the 2meanings. For the 2--word and 3 word clusters, very small word and 3 word clusters, very small 

portions of the word lists can stand alone and be identified portions of the word lists can stand alone and be identified 

as phrases of explicit meanings (22% and 26% respectively), as phrases of explicit meanings (22% and 26% respectively), 

whereas a great majority of the clusters are but fragments whereas a great majority of the clusters are but fragments 

of which the meanings can only be figured out with the of which the meanings can only be figured out with the 

help of context. help of context. 



4.2 Categorization of the n4.2 Categorization of the n--word clustersword clusters

�� Since a large majority of clusters below 4Since a large majority of clusters below 4--word are fragments and hard word are fragments and hard 
to be categorized into specific domains, a tentative categorizatto be categorized into specific domains, a tentative categorization starts ion starts 
from 4from 4--word and above. word and above. 

�� In our case 8 broad categories are made and labeled with numbersIn our case 8 broad categories are made and labeled with numbers
(from C1 to C8): (from C1 to C8): 

----(C1) national, political and governmental organizations(C1) national, political and governmental organizations

----(C2) common word combinations with no clear categorical  identit(C2) common word combinations with no clear categorical  identityy

----(C3) local administrations and organizations(C3) local administrations and organizations

----(C4) economic, commercial, and business organizations, events, a(C4) economic, commercial, and business organizations, events, and nd 
expressionsexpressions

----(C5) political expressions(C5) political expressions

----(C6) international names and events(C6) international names and events

----(C7) historical and socio(C7) historical and socio--cultural, life, sports events and expressionscultural, life, sports events and expressions

---- (C8) academic organizations and universities; academic expressi(C8) academic organizations and universities; academic expressions ons 
(see Fig. 3). (see Fig. 3). 
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�� Over 30% of the 4Over 30% of the 4--word and 5word and 5--word clusters belongs to C2 word clusters belongs to C2 
(common word combinations that have no clear categorical (common word combinations that have no clear categorical 

identity); the percentage of C2 decreases significantly as identity); the percentage of C2 decreases significantly as 
the word clusters grows in size and it drops to 6.6% and the word clusters grows in size and it drops to 6.6% and 
zero in the 7zero in the 7--word and 8word and 8--word clusters, which further word clusters, which further 

supports the statement that longer word clusters carry more supports the statement that longer word clusters carry more 
explicit meanings and are therefore more likely to stand explicit meanings and are therefore more likely to stand 

alone as unique phrases.alone as unique phrases.

�� An average of 27.2% of all the nAn average of 27.2% of all the n--word clusters (4word clusters (4--word and word and 
above) are political expressions (C5), 22.32% indicate above) are political expressions (C5), 22.32% indicate 
national, political and governmental organizations (C1), national, political and governmental organizations (C1), 
22.2% are words of economic, commercial, and business 22.2% are words of economic, commercial, and business 
organizations, events, and expressions (C4), and 11.76% organizations, events, and expressions (C4), and 11.76% 
express historical and socioexpress historical and socio--cultural, life, sports events and cultural, life, sports events and 
expressions (C7). expressions (C7). 

�� The four categories (C5, C1, C4, and C7) make up about The four categories (C5, C1, C4, and C7) make up about 
83% of all the word clusters from 483% of all the word clusters from 4--word and above word and above 



�� The political and economic terms are more likely The political and economic terms are more likely 
to contribute to the multiword units. The longer to contribute to the multiword units. The longer 
the units, the more oriented to politics they are. the units, the more oriented to politics they are. 
The multiword expressions convey intended focus The multiword expressions convey intended focus 
and image. and image. 

�� Longer phrases and expressions are made up of Longer phrases and expressions are made up of 
shorter clusters that are strongly mutually attractedshorter clusters that are strongly mutually attracted

�� Sometimes the multiword lexical units are so fixed Sometimes the multiword lexical units are so fixed 
that they turn into something like idioms, of which that they turn into something like idioms, of which 
the meanings are not transparent and it is the meanings are not transparent and it is 
paradoxically true that the meanings of long paradoxically true that the meanings of long 
idioms are both specific and vague at the same idioms are both specific and vague at the same 
time.time.



Meanings are not transparent in fixed expressions





Multiword units of the same core expression attract different collocates





Multiword units convey intended focus and image





�� To put the point further, the most explicit features of To put the point further, the most explicit features of 
China English are found in the multiword units and China English are found in the multiword units and cotextcotext, , 
as in which the complete message is conveyed. as in which the complete message is conveyed. 

�� Linguistically, the findings seem to support the Linguistically, the findings seem to support the 

assumptions that China English as a variety demonstrates assumptions that China English as a variety demonstrates 

more of its explicit features in vocabulary and phrases (Li, more of its explicit features in vocabulary and phrases (Li, 

1993; 1993; WiddowsonWiddowson, 1994; , 1994; WenWen, 2003)., 2003).
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